
 

UMATILLA CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
January 7, 2025 at 6:00 PM 

Council Chambers, 1 S. Central Avenue, Umatilla, Florida 32784 
AGENDA 

 
Please silence your electronic devices 
  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 

CALL TO ORDER 

ROLL CALL 

AGENDA REVIEW 

DISCUSSION  

  1. Discussion on Leasing Space to Commercial Businesses at City Parks 

MINUTES REVIEW 

  2. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
- December 17, 2024, Regular City Council Minutes 

PRESENTATIONS 

PUBLIC COMMENT  
At this point in the meeting, the Umatilla City Council will hear questions, comments and concerns from the 
public.  
Please write your name and address on the paper provided at the podium. Zoning or code enforcement matters 
which may be coming before the Council at a later date should not be discussed until such time as they come 
before the Council in a public hearing. Comments, questions, and concerns from the public regarding items 
listed on this agenda shall be received at the time the Council addresses such items during this meeting. Public 
comments are generally limited to three minutes.   

CONSENT AGENDA 

  3. Resolution No. 2025-01, City-Wide Yard Sale 2025 

PUBLIC HEARING / ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS 

NEW BUSINESS 

  4. Agreement with the City of Umatilla and DB Civil for State Road 19 Water Line Project 

  5. Purchase and Sale Agreement between the City of Umatilla and Philips Realty, LLC 

DISCUSSION COUNTINED  

  6. Scott Purvis, Duck Box Properties LLC, Wants to Discuss Developing the former Spray Field 
Property into an Industrial Park 
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  7. Discussion on 195 Bulldog Lane and 208 Lori Court 

REPORTS 

  8. Staff Reports 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Individuals with disabilities needing assistance to participate in any of these proceedings should contact the City Clerk at 
least two (2) working days in advance of the meeting date and time at (352)669-3125. F.S. 286.0105 If a person decides to 
appeal any decision or recommendation made by Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, he will 
need record of the proceedings, and that for such purposes, he may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the 
proceedings is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
 
Any invocation that may be offered before the official start of the Council meeting is and shall be the voluntary offering 
of a private citizen to and for the benefit of the Council pursuant to Resolution 2014-43. The views and beliefs expressed 
by the invocation speaker have not been previously reviewed or approved by the Council and do not necessarily represent 
their individual religious beliefs, nor are the views or beliefs expressed intended to suggest allegiance to or preference for 
any particular religion, denomination, faith, creed, or belief by the Council or the City. No person in attendance at this 
meeting is or shall be required to participate in any invocation and such decision whether or not to participate will have no 
impact on his or her right to actively participate in the public meeting. 

The City of Umatilla is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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CITY OF UMATILLA 

AGENDA ITEM STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: January 2, 2025 MEETING DATE: January 7, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Discussion on Leasing Space to Commercial Businesses at City Parks 

 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 
A fitness business has been conducting outdoor fitness classes within South Side Park. These classes involve 
groups of individuals participating in various fitness activities on park grounds specifically the basketball 
courts.  
 
A resident of the area submitted a formal complaint to the city expressing concerns about the commercial use of 
the park.  
 
Upon reviewing the situation, staff found that the city does not currently have a formal policy or process in 
place regarding the use of parks for commercial activities. In particular, there is no specific guideline addressing 
whether or not businesses can operate on city park grounds, nor is there a framework for obtaining permits or 
approvals for such activities. 
 
While the fitness business has not created significant disruptions or violations, the absence of clear policies for 
the use of city parks for commercial purposes presents a concern. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
To address the resident’s complaint and ensure that the use of public parks for commercial purposes is managed 
fairly and effectively 

FISCAL IMPACTS: 
N/A 

ATTACHMENTS: 
None 
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UMATILLA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
December 17, 2024 at 6:00 PM

Council Chambers, 1 S. Central Avenue, Umatilla, Florida 32784
MINUTES

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION

CALL TO ORDER

Having been duly advertised as required by law, Mayor Adams led the Pledge of Allegiance, gave the 
Invocation, and called the Regular City Council Meeting to order at 6:01.

ROLL CALL

MEMBERS PRESENT
Katherine Adams, Mayor
John Nichols, Vice Mayor
Fred Fetterolf, Council Member
    
NOT PRESENT 
Bear Crockett, Council Member   
  
ALSO PRESENT
Scott Blankenship, City Manager   
Jessica Burnham, City Clerk 
Kevin Stone, City Attorney 
Aaron Mercer, Development and Public Services Director 
Regina Frazier, Finance Director
Vaughan Nilson, Public Works Director     
Amy Stultz, Library Director 
Adam Bolton, Chief of Police 
Misti Lambert, Assistant to the City Manager

AGENDA REVIEW

Mayor Adams asked City Manager Blankenship if there were any changes to the agenda. Mr. Blankenship 
asked for items 6 & 7 to be removed from the agenda due to the applicant withdrawing the applicants for those 
items and asked to add the swearing in of a new officer to the Police Department.

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR NICHOLS TO APPROVE THE AGENDA WITH THE STATED 
CHANGES; SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER FETTEROLF. MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A 
UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE.
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NEW BUSINESS

 1. Appointment for City Council Seat #2

Mayor Adams opened the floor up to nominations for the open Council Seat. 

Vice Mayor Nichols stated he would like to nominated Mr. Chris Creech for City Council Seat 2

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR NICHOLS TO APPOINT MR. CHRIS CREECH TO CITY COUNCIL 
SEAT 2; SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER FETTEROLF. MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A 
UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE.

City Attorney Stone swore Mr. Chris Creech into office. 

Mayor Adams stated that since Council Member Creech was now on Council that she would like to resign from 
being Mayor as it is a more involved role that she is unable to fully commit to. 

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR NICHOLS TO APPOINT COUNCIL MEMBER CREECH AS MAYOR; 
SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER FETTEROLF. MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A 
UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE.

Vice Mayor Nichols stated that since Council Member Adams is no longer Mayor that he would like to step 
down from being Vice Mayor and nominate Council Member Adams to be Vice Mayor again. 

MOTION BY MAYOR CREECH TO APPOINT COUNCIL MEMBER ADAMS AS VICE MAYOR; 
SECONDED BY COUNCIL MEMBER NICHOLS. MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A UNANIMOUS 
VOICE VOTE.

Mayor Creech swore Mr. Joseph Seufferheld in as an Officer to the City of Umatilla's Police Department. 

 2. Agreement between the City of Umatilla and Florida's Natural Lake Ferns Road

Mr. Mercer provided the council with an overview of the agenda item. 

Florida's Natural has expressed the need for improved access to its operations, particularly for semi-truck traffic 
along Lake Ferns Road. Currently owned by Florida's Natural, this road serves as the access route to the City’s 
wastewater plant and the planned industrial park in the surrounding area. Major improvements to Lake Ferns 
Road are necessary to increase capacity and align with traffic needs, requiring modifications to better serve 
Florida's Natural, the City, and future development. Florida's Natural has agreed to convey Lake Ferns Road to 
the City via a Right-of-Way Deed, enabling the City to make improvements and maintain the roadway.

In return, the City of Umatilla will make certain improvements to benefit semi-truck access to the Florida's 
Natural site, while ensuring that road maintenance, security, and the integrity of the surrounding area are 
maintained to the highest standards for both public safety and long-term sustainability. As part of the proposed 
agreement, both parties seek to formalize the terms of the conveyance and maintenance responsibilities, 
ensuring that the road is suitable for its intended use and that both the City and Florida's Natural can meet their 
respective obligations.
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MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER NICHOLS TO APPROVE THE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE 
CITY OF UMATILLA AND FLORIDA'S NATURAL LAKE FERNS ROAD; SECONDED BY VICE 
MAYOR ADAMS. MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE. 

MINUTES REVIEW

 3. Approval of Meeting Minutes
- December 3, 2024, Community Redevelopment Agency Minutes
- December 3, 2024, Regular City Council Minutes

MOTION BY VICE MAYOR ADAMS TO APPROVE THE MINUTES; SECONDED BY COUNCIL 
MEMBER NICHOLS. MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE. 

PRESENTATIONS

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Creech opened public comment.

Mr. Matt Newby, Umatilla Chamber of Commerce,  spoke about the recent Christmas Parade and thanked the 
City for its help. 

Mayor Creech closed public comment. 

CONSENT AGENDA

 4. Ratify approval of City of Umatilla Easement to Duke Energy for Umatilla Airport

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER NICHOLS TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA; 
SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR ADAMS. MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A UNANIMOUS VOICE 
VOTE. 

PUBLIC HEARING / ORDINANCES / RESOLUTIONS

 5. Final Reading Ordinance 2024-J, Amending Chapter 6 of the Code of Ordinances Hours Alcohol May 
Be Served or Consumed Within City Limits

Attorney Stone read the ordinance by title.

                                                                  Ordinance No. 2024-J
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF UMATILLA, FLORIDA; 
AMENDING CHAPTER 6, SECTION 6-4 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
UMATILLA; AMENDING HOURS ALCOHOL MAY BE SERVED OR CONSUMED WITHIN CITY 
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LIMITS; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND PROVIDING 
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

Mayor Creech opened public comment 

No one spoke 

Mayor Creech closed public comment 

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER NICHOLS TO APPROVE FINAL READING OF ORDINANCE 
2024-J, AMENDING CHAPTER 6 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES HOURS ALCOHOL MAY BE 
SERVED OR CONSUMED WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS; SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR ADAMS. 
MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A ROLL CALL VOTE. 

Council Member Nichols YES
Vice Mayor Adams YES
Council Member Fetterolf YES
Mayor Creech YES
 

6. Resolution No. 2024-24 Right of Way Vacation Buford Ave - WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT

*This item was removed from the agenda

OLD BUSINESS

 7. Utility Easement Noplis - WITHDRAWN BY APPLICANT

*This item was removed from the agenda

BOARD APPOINTMENTS

 8. Appointment to Lake County League of Cities

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER NICHOLS TO APPOINT CITY MANAGER BLANKENSHIP 
AND MAYOR CREECH TO THE LAKE COUNTY LEAGUE OF CITIES BOARD; SECONDED BY 
VICE MAYOR ADAMS. MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE.
 
 9. Appointment to the Umatilla Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors

MOTION BY COUNCIL MEMBER NICHOLS TO APPOINT MR. AARON MERCER TO THE 
UMATILLA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD; SECONDED BY VICE MAYOR ADAMS. 
MOTION WAS APPROVED BY A UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE.
 10. Appointment to Lake-Sumter Metropolitan Planning Organization

MOTION BY MAYOR CREECH TO APPOINT VICE MAYOR ADMAS AS THE 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE MPO GOVERNING BOARD AND COUNCIL MEMBER NICHOLS 
AS THE ALTERNATE; SECONDE BY COUNCIL MEMBER FETTEROLF. MOTION WAS 
APPROVED BY A UNANIMOUS VOICE VOTE.
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REPORTS

 11. Staff Reports

Mr. Blankenship spoke on the recent Christmas Parade and stated that it went very well.

Attorney Stone had nothing to report. 

Council Member Fetterolf suggested coming up with a plan for next year's Christmas Parade to help keep the 
children from running into the street for candy. 

Council Member Nichols mentioned the fly over from Spruce Creek during the Christmas Parade and thanked 
them. Council Member Nichols also thanked everyone who helped with the City's float for the parade. 

Vice Mayor Adams had nothing to report. 

Mayor Creech stated that he was happy to be back on Council

Chief Bolton had nothing to report.

Ms. Frazier stated that the city was currently fully staffed. 

Mr. Mercer mentioned that Florida's Natural Road would be going out to bid in January. 

Mr. Nilson had nothing to report. 

Ms. Stultz spoke about her recent trip to Tallahassee for the Library Director Meeting. 

Ms. Lambert had nothing to report. 

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business for discussion, the meeting adjourned at approximately 6:35 p.m.      
              
                                                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                           Christopher Creech, Mayor
 Jessica Burnham, FCRM
 City Clerk 
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CITY OF UMATILLA 

AGENDA ITEM STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: December 16, 2024 MEETING DATE: January 7, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution No. 2025-01, City-Wide Yard Sale 2025 

 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 
The 2025 City Wide Yard Sale will be the 24th annual event.  The date for this year’s event is Saturday, March 
1, 2025. In case of any weather events a “rain date” is requested for March 22, 2025. 
    
This is an annual fundraiser for the Friends of the Library.  The funds raised are used to offset the costs of 
library programs. Sale tables are rented at the Umatilla Library and individual yard sales are held throughout 
town.  A book sale is also held at the Library from 8:00 a.m. through 1:00 p.m.  
   
Participating residents will be asked to make a donation to have their sale put on a map which will be published 
by the Friends of the Library.  Copies of the map are distributed to all residents and visitors; donations are 
requested.   
   
The City waives the requirement for a yard sale permit for residents who are participating in this event. 
Generally, yard sale permits must be applied for but there are no fees involved. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Approval of Resolution No. 2025-01, City Wide Yard Sale 2025 

FISCAL IMPACTS: 
N/A 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Resolution No. 2025-01, City Wide Yard Sale 
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Resolution 2025-01 City Wide Yard Sale Page 1 of 1

RESOLUTION 2025 - 01

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
UMATILLA, FLORIDA, AUTHORIZING THE TWENTY THIRD 
ANNUAL CITY WIDE YARD SALE SPONSORED BY THE FRIENDS OF 
THE UMATILLA PUBLIC LIBRARY, TO BE HELD ON SATURDAY, 
MARCH 1, 2025, THROUGHOUT THE CITY OF UMATILLA AND 
ALONG THE SIDEWALK IN FRONT OF THE UMATILLA PUBLIC 
LIBRARY; ALLOWING WAIVER OF THE REQUIREMENT FOR A 
YARD SALE PERMIT FOR RESIDENTS OF THE CITY 
PARTICIPATING IN THIS EVENT; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

Whereas, the Friends of the Umatilla Public Library are sponsoring a fundraising event to directly 
benefit the Umatilla Public Library; and

Whereas, this event is known as the “City Wide Yard Sale” on Saturday, March 1, 2025, 
throughout the City of Umatilla and in the Umatilla Public Library parking lot; with a contingency 
“storm date” scheduled on Saturday, March 22, 2025; and

Whereas, the Friends of the Library request a waiver of the requirement to obtain a Yard Sale 
permit for residents participating in this event; and 

Whereas, the Friends of the Library request use of the sidewalk area in front of the Umatilla Public 
Library as a venue to sell food and rent tables for this event; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Umatilla, Florida:

1. The City Council of the City of Umatilla grants permission to the request of the Friends of 
the Library to use the sidewalk area in front of the Umatilla Public Library during this 
event. 

2. The City Council of the City of Umatilla waives the requirement for residents participating 
in this event to obtain a Yard Sale permit (Ordinance 1989 – A). 

EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption by the City 
Council of the City of Umatilla, Lake County, Florida.

PASSED AND RESOLVED this 7th day of January, 2025, by the City Council of the City of 
Umatilla, Lake County, Florida.

______________________________
Chris Creech
Mayor

ATTEST: Approved as to form:
STONE & GERKEN, P.A.

______________________________ ______________________________
Jessica Burnham, FCRM Kevin Stone
City Clerk City Attorney
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CITY OF UMATILLA 

AGENDA ITEM STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: January 2, 2025 MEETING DATE: January 7, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Agreement with the City of Umatilla and DB Civil for State Road 19 Water Line Project 

 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 
The City Council previously approved the bid award to DB Civil Construction, LLC for $1,167,910.  The 
contract, bid bond and support documents have since been submitted and reviewed by the City Engineer and 
City Attorney and meet the City's requirements.   
 
This project is funded by the State's Revolving Fund Loan (SRF). 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Approval of contract with DB Civil Construction, LLC for $1,167,910 

FISCAL IMPACTS: 
N/A 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Agreement with the City of Umatilla and DB Civil for SR 19 Waterline Extension Projecet 
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CITY OF UMATILLA 

AGENDA ITEM STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: January 3, 2025 MEETING DATE: January 7, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Purchase and Sale Agreement between the City of Umatilla and Philips Realty, LLC 

 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 
This staff report presents a Purchase and Sale Agreement (PSA) for the City of Umatilla to repurchase property 
previously sold to Phillips Realty, LLC. The property was sold with a Repurchase Right outlined in the Special 
Warranty Deed, which grants the City the option to repurchase the property should Phillips Realty, LLC no 
longer require it for its intended use. Phillips has informed the City that they no longer intend to construct a 
new manufacturing facility on the property and have requested the City to consider exercising its right to 
repurchase the land. 
 
The City of Umatilla sold 22.5+/- acres on Golden Gem Drive (the “Property”) to Phillips Realty, LLC under a 
Special Warranty Deed executed on April 21, 2023. The deed includes a provision for a Repurchase Right, 
which allows the City to repurchase the property if Phillips Realty, LLC does not move forward with their 
intended use of the Property. 
 
Phillips Realty, LLC has since informed the City that they will not proceed with the planned construction of a 
new manufacturing facility on the Property. As a result, Phillips Realty, LLC has formally approached the City 
with a request to repurchase the Property. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Staff recommends that the City Council review and approve the attached PSA, which outlines the terms and 
conditions for repurchasing the property. If approved, the City will exercise its Repurchase Right as outlined in 
the Special Warranty Deed and proceed with the purchase as per the agreed terms. 

FISCAL IMPACTS: 
The fiscal impact of this repurchase will be limited to the agreed-upon purchase price and associated closing 
costs. 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Phillips buy back letter 
2. Vacant Land Contract _Phillips 
3. Exhibit A to Contract  
4. Special Warranty Deed (with Repurchase Right Provision) 
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Phillips Realty, LLC, a Nebraska limited liability company 

14 18 26 LAKE

800,000.00

February 14, 2025

22.5 +/- acres on Golden Gem Drive, Umatilla, FL 

Stone & Gerken, P.A.
Dana Nipper

 dana@stoneandgerken.com

632 E. Fifth Ave., Mt Dora, FL 32757
352-887-1700

Tax parcels 14-18-26-0004-000-07000; 14-18-26-0004-000-06700; and 
14-18-26-0004-000-06900.

Further described on Exhibit 'A'

The City of Umatilla, a municipal corporation 

795,000.00

5,000.00

See additional terms.

X
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X

See Section 23
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N/A N/A

=======================================================================
=========================================================================
====================================================================
====================================================================
========================================================================
===============================================================
==================================================================
======================================================================
======================================================================
==================================-------------------=============================================================================================
===================================================================
======================================================================
========================================================================
==================================================================

   ==================================================================
   ========================================================================
   ===================================================================
   ======================================================================
   ========================================================================

=======================================================================
========================

=========================================================================
     =======================================================================
      =====================================================================
       =======================================================================

=====================================================================

The All Seller's rights, title, and interest in, on, and to all licenses, privileges, tenements, reversion, and 
appurtenances, belonging or appertaining to the Property. 
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N/A N/A

This contract is contingent on the approval of the Buyer's City Council. 

Buyer shall pay all reasonable and customary closing costs, and shall pay at closing up to $7,500 
of the Seller's attorney's fees. The Seller is responsible for its attorney's fees in excess of $7,500. 

Both the Buyer and Seller represent to each other that there is no real estate broker involved in this
transaction and neither has incurred or will incure any liability for brokerage fees or agent's 
commission in connection with this contract. Accordingly, Seller and Buyer each agree to indemnify and
hold the other harmless from any claims for such commissions. 

Seller will transfer to Buyer any survey, plans, licenses, and permits related to the property within 
five (5) days of the Effective Date. 

Stone & Gerken, PA will be the Closing Agent and the Title Agent for the transaction.

1 S. Central Ave., Umatilla, FL 32784 Attn: City Manager 
352-669-3125 sblankenship@umatillafl.org

Scott Blankenship, City Manager of the City of Umatilla 

352-669-8313

X Exhibit A: Legal description 

The Property includes all Seller's rights, title, and interest in, on, and to all licenses, privileges, tenements, reversion, and 
appurtenances, belonging or appertaining to the Property. 

Kyle Kubat, authorized signatory for Phillips Realty, LLC, a Nebraska limited liability company 
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Attn: Tony Corporon, Esq., 5454 W. 110th Street, Overland Park, KS 66211
913-754-1363 tony.corporon@creativeplanning.com913-356-9646
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EXHIBIT A

Parcel One  (Tax Parcel 14 18 26 0004 000 07000)

The South one-half of the Southeast one-quarter of the Northwest one-quarter of the 
Southeast one-quarter of Section 14, Township 18 South, Range 26 East, Lake County, 
Florida.

Parcel Two  (Tax Parcel 14 18 26 0004 000 06700)

The North one-half of the South one-half of the East one-half of the Northwest one-
quarter of the Southeast one-quarter; also the South one-half of the North one-half of 
the East one-half of the northwest one-quarter of the Southeast one-quarter, all in 
Section 14, Township 18 South, Range 26 East, Lake County, Florida.

Parcel Three  (Tax Parcel 14 18 26 0004 000 06900)

The Southwest one-quarter of the Northwest one-quarter of the Southeast one-quarter, 
in Section 14, Township 18 South, Range 26 East, Lake County, Florida.
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CITY OF UMATILLA 

AGENDA ITEM STAFF REPORT 
 

DATE: December 27, 2024 MEETING DATE: January 7, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Discussion on 195 Bulldog Lane and 208 Lori Court 

 
BACKGROUND SUMMARY: 
In 2017, the property at 195 Bulldog Lane, owned by Betty J Atkinson, was found to be in violation of 
Umatilla Code of Ordinances 34-16 (grass overgrown to a height of approximately 3 feet), and 34-31 ( 
abandoned vehicles-car in pole barn and semi trailer behind pole barn). The property was posted with a hearing 
notice and the respondent was mailed the notice.. The case was heard by Special Master Brenda Smith on 
February 28, 2018, and a finding of fact was entered into record with 30 days to come into compliance or a fine 
of $50/per day be imposed. The property was found non-compliant after the deadline, and the fine started 
accruing on March 30, 2018. Later in 2018, the property at 208 Lori Court, also owned by Betty J Atkinson, 
was found to be in violation of code. As part of the investigation, recalling that no response was ever received 
for the notices mailed regarding 195 Bulldog Lane, Code Compliance Officer Misti Lambert compared mailing 
addresses on the two properties, at which time she discovered the property at 195 Bulldog Lane had changed 
ownership. It was revealed that an unknown subject had recorded a fraudulent quit claim deed for the property 
at 195 Bulldog Lane in the name of Jose Olivencia. A second case was initiated with Olivencia added as the 
respondent as well as added violations that existed at that time.  Notices were returned with no known 
addressee.  A finding of fact and certification of fine were ruled by Special Master Smith. The fines for both 
cases ran concurrent, not stacked. Atkinson's family member fought to regain ownership of the property for 
Ms. Atkinson, brought the property into compliance in September 2021 and has kept it in groomed since such 
time. 
 
The property located at 208 Lori Court was also in violation for an extended period of time. The case was 
initiated by neighbor complaints in reference to the lack of maintenance on the property, to include a hole in 
the roof large enough to harbor rodents and vermin, debris in the gutters with plants growing in them, grass 
overgrown, etc. The case was initiated in November of 2018. The violations were not cured until March of 
2021 despite sending violation notices and hearing notices to Ms. Atkinson and her family members. The 
violations resulted in a finding of fact by Special Master Brenda Smith  on January 31, 2019, and followed up 
by Certification of Fine on May 15, 2019, at a rate of $50.00 per day. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
Consider options for final disposition of the $63,686.34 fine on 195 Bulldog Lane. 
Consider options for final disposition of the $36,891.73 fine on 208 Lori Court. 

FISCAL IMPACTS: 
TBD 

ATTACHMENTS: 
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1. RE_ Notice of Upcoming Council Agenda Item –Atkinson Code Enforcement Case 
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From: Merideth Nagel
To: Jennifer Cotch
Cc: Cynthia O"Donnell; Jessica Burnham; Misti Lambert; Mallory Sosinski (Work)
Subject: RE: Notice of Upcoming Council Agenda Item –Atkinson Code Enforcement Case
Date: Friday, January 3, 2025 10:35:37 AM
Attachments: image004.png

image006.png
image007.png

Per my recent conversation I wanted to let you guys know we are going to be asking the City
to waive the fines and liens in exchange for a payment of 7500 and the easement the City
requires. 
 
Please confirm that my letter is in the City’s packet 
 
Thank you and Happy New Year – I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday.
 
Merideth
 
 

Merideth C. Nagel, J.D., L.L.M.
Licensed to Practice in Florida, Texas, Illinois, and D.C.

Merideth Nagel, PA & Concierge Title
(The Legacy Legal Team)

352-394-7408 | MNAGELLAW.COM
Offices: Clermont - Wildwood - Winter Garden

 
This e-mail is sent from Merideth Nagel, P.A.. If you are not the intended recipient   please notify
the sender immediately, delete the e-mail from your computer, and do not disseminate the contents to
any other individual or entity.  Note to clients:   dissemination to any other person or entity
could destroy the attorney-client privilege. 

Any incoming reply to this e-mail or any other e-mail to us will be filtered for "spam" and/or "viruses."
The filtering may result in the e-mail being quarantined and/or delayed. We cannot guarantee that we will
receive your reply or other e-mail and/or that we will receive the same in a timely manner. Accordingly,
you should consider sending communications to us which are particularly important or time-sensitive by
means other than e-mail.

 

From: Jennifer Cotch <jennifer@stoneandgerken.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 19, 2024 2:46 PM
To: Merideth Nagel <merideth.nagel@mnagellaw.com>
Cc: Cynthia O'Donnell <cynthia@stoneandgerken.com>; Jessica Burnham
<jburnham@umatillafl.org>; Misti Lambert <mlambert@umatillafl.org>
Subject: Re: Notice of Upcoming Council Agenda Item –Atkinson Code Enforcement Case
 
Merry Christmas to you! 
 
Kevin and Scott have provided me with some updates regarding your case. However,
please note that Cynthia in our office is the primary contact for code-related matters.
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Our Offices Will Be Closed

\ } BECAUSE WE'RE VOLUNTEERING AT THE NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER!









From what I understand, the upcoming discussion will focus on the outstanding fine
balance.

Cynthia is copied on this email, so please feel free to reach out to her directly should
you have any specific questions or need further assistance.

Sincerely,
Jennifer
 
 

Jennifer M. Cotch

Attorney

Stone & Gerken, P.A.

4850 N. Highway 19A

Mount Dora, FL 32757

352-357-0330

Jennifer@StoneandGerken.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - The information contained in this message is confidential and may also be subject to the attorney-
client privilege or may constitute privileged work product.  The information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to
whom it is addressed.  If you are not the intended recipient or the agent or employee responsible for delivery to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this communication is strictly
prohibited.  If the have received this message in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at (352)357-0330, delete this
message, and return any hard copies of the original to us at 4850 North Highway 19A, Mount Dora, Florida 32757.  Thank you.

 

Disclaimer under Circular 230: Any statement regarding tax matters made herein, including any attachments, are not formal tax opinions by
this firm, cannot be relied upon or used by any person to avoid tax penalties, and are not intended to be used or referred to in any
marketing or promotional materials.
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From: Merideth Nagel <merideth.nagel@mnagellaw.com>
Sent: Thursday, December 19, 2024 2:00 PM
To: Jennifer Cotch <jennifer@stoneandgerken.com>
Cc: Cynthia O'Donnell <cynthia@stoneandgerken.com>; Jessica Burnham
<jburnham@umatillafl.org>; Misti Lambert <mlambert@umatillafl.org>
Subject: RE: Notice of Upcoming Council Agenda Item –Atkinson Code Enforcement Case
 
Jennifer,
 
So good to “see” you! What a delightful event.   Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
We had been working with Attorney Stone a couple of years ago and worked out an
informal resolution with Scott Blankenship.  Have you been brought to speed on all this and
have a copy of that correspondence?   The property was brought into compliance some
years ago and so far as I know the only remaining item was our request for the Council to
reduce the fines in light of Mrs. Atkinson’s guardianship and her reduced capacity.
 
Let me know if there are still problems with the properties and when you might have a time
to chat before the meeting? 
 
Merideth
 

Merideth C. Nagel, J.D., L.L.M.
Licensed to Practice in Florida, Texas, Illinois, and D.C.

Merideth Nagel, PA & Concierge Title
(The Legacy Legal Team)

352-394-7408 | MNAGELLAW.COM
Offices: Clermont - Wildwood - Winter Garden

 
This e-mail is sent from Merideth Nagel, P.A.. If you are not the intended recipient   please notify
the sender immediately, delete the e-mail from your computer, and do not disseminate the contents to
any other individual or entity.  Note to clients:   dissemination to any other person or entity
could destroy the attorney-client privilege. 

Any incoming reply to this e-mail or any other e-mail to us will be filtered for "spam" and/or "viruses."
The filtering may result in the e-mail being quarantined and/or delayed. We cannot guarantee that we will
receive your reply or other e-mail and/or that we will receive the same in a timely manner. Accordingly,
you should consider sending communications to us which are particularly important or time-sensitive by
means other than e-mail.

 

From: Jennifer Cotch <jennifer@stoneandgerken.com> 
Sent: Thursday, December 19, 2024 1:54 PM
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To: Merideth Nagel <merideth.nagel@mnagellaw.com>
Cc: Cynthia O'Donnell <cynthia@stoneandgerken.com>; Jessica Burnham
<jburnham@umatillafl.org>; Misti Lambert <mlambert@umatillafl.org>
Subject: Notice of Upcoming Council Agenda Item –Atkinson Code Enforcement Case
 

Dear Merideth,

I hope this message finds you well.

This letter serves to inform you that the code enforcement matter concerning your
client’s property (Atkinson) will be discussed by the Umatilla City Council during its
upcoming meeting on January 7, 2025. This item will be placed on the official
meeting agenda for council discussion, and your client’s case will be addressed at
that time.

Should you or your client wish to provide input or attend the meeting, you are
welcome to do so. Please ensure any relevant documents or materials you wish to
submit are provided to the council ahead of the meeting in accordance with the city’s
procedures.

If you have any questions or need further clarification regarding this matter, feel free
to contact me directly.

Sincerely,

Jennifer 
 
 

Jennifer M. Cotch

Attorney

Stone & Gerken, P.A.

4850 N. Highway 19A

Mount Dora, FL 32757

352-357-0330

Jennifer@StoneandGerken.com
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CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE - The information contained in this message is confidential and may also be subject to the attorney-
client privilege or may constitute privileged work product.  The information is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to
whom it is addressed.  If you are not the intended recipient or the agent or employee responsible for delivery to the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any use, dissemination, distribution or reproduction of this communication is strictly
prohibited.  If the have received this message in error, please immediately notify us by telephone at (352)357-0330, delete this
message, and return any hard copies of the original to us at 4850 North Highway 19A, Mount Dora, Florida 32757.  Thank you.

 

Disclaimer under Circular 230: Any statement regarding tax matters made herein, including any attachments, are not formal tax opinions by
this firm, cannot be relied upon or used by any person to avoid tax penalties, and are not intended to be used or referred to in any
marketing or promotional materials.

 

 

{EXTERNAL}
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UMATILLA POLICE DEPARTMENT PRESS 
RELEASE

December 17, 2024 through December 19,  2024

ARRESTS

12/18/2024 2:37 
p.m.

Avalos, Stephanie
Clermont

Resist Officer: Obstruct Without Violence.

CRIMINAL CITATIONS REQUIRING COURT APPEARANCE

n/a

REPORTS FILED

12/18/2024 1:36 
p.m.

Officers responded to a suspicious person call in the area of Cassady Street and 
Budd Street.  Subject was an employee of a near by business.

12/19/2024 11:53 
a.m.

Officers assisted the Lake County Sheriffs office with a residential alarm call in the 
area of Third Street.  All was okay.

12/19/2024 3:48 
p.m.

Officers assisted the Department of Children and Families with commencement of 
a case in the area of Winogene Avenue.

12/19/2024 4:04 
p.m.

 
Found property was picked up by the owner at the Umatilla Police Department

12/19/2024 10:27 
p.m.

Officers responded to the area of North Central Avenue and West Collins Street 
reference a disturbance.  When officers arrived the disturbance was only verbal 
nothing criminal.

ARRESTS 1
DISPATCHED CALLS 66
TRAFFIC STOPS 29
TRAFFIC CITATIONS ISSUED 0
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UMATILLA POLICE DEPARTMENT PRESS 
RELEASE

December 20, 2024 through December 26,  2024

ARRESTS

12/24/2024 3:13 
a.m.

Kohn III, Richard
Fleming Island

During a routine traffic stop for excessive speed, Mr. 
Kohn was found to have an Alachua County warrant.  
Lake County Sheriffs office confirmed the warrant.  
Mr. Kohn was transported to the Lake County Jail.

12/25/2024 4:16 
p.m.

Borgens, Jennifer
Umatilla

Battery Domestic

CRIMINAL CITATIONS REQUIRING COURT APPEARANCE

n/a

REPORTS FILED

12/20/2024 6:19 
p.m.

Officers responded to a residence on Daphne Avenue reference a suspicious 
person.  Person was looking for their cat.

12/21/2024 4:31 
p.m.

Officers responded to a disturbance in progress at a residence on Bull Frog Lane.  
When officers arrived the argument was verbal only and all was okay.

12/21/2024 6:16 
p.m.

Officers assisted the Department of Children and Families commencing a case at a 
residence in the area of Cayman Circle.

12/22/2024 4:20 
p.m.

Officers to a disturbance call that occurred in a moving vehicle that left the Circle 
K and State Road 19.  The disturbance was verbal only.

12/23/2024 11:23 
p.m.

Complaint of a suspicious vehicle driving around the neighborhood in the area of 
Owens Lane.  Officers searched the area, vehicle was not found.

12/24/2024 9:10 
p.m.

Officers responded to a residence on Fern Street reference a person needing 
medical attention.  Person was turned over to EMS.  

12/25/2024 9:47 
p.m.

Officers responded to a residence on Bonaire Place reference a disturbance.  
Dispute was verbal and parties were separated.

Page 43 of 44



UMATILLA POLICE DEPARTMENT PRESS 
RELEASE

December 20, 2024 through December 26,  2024

ARRESTS

12/25/2024 11:09 
p.m.

Officers responded to Taco Bell reference a business alarm.  Alarm was accidental.

12/26/2024 1:00 
a.m.

Officers responded to the area of Lakeview Street reference suspicious people in 
the area.  They were night fishing.

12/26/2024 6:14 
p.m.

Officers responded to a call of service at a residence on Cayman Circle.  A report 
was taken reference a neighbor issue.  

ARRESTS 2
DISPATCHED CALLS 98
TRAFFIC STOPS 29
TRAFFIC CITATIONS ISSUED 1
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